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A Northside remodel
showcases the talents of

a husband-and-wife team

who revamped their own home

eform

hen Owen and Marty Nelson

first saw the place they now call

home, the indoor swimming pool

looked more like a black lagoon. In

the thirty-something-year-old house,

beams were ging, joists were

cracking e kitchen looked straight out of The
Brady Bunch (think Formica, a huge round center
island, and low plastered ceilings). The Northside
property had been sitting vacant for more than a year

foreclosure, bur for this design duo,

s behind Inside Out Design and Build,

have been better. “We come upon some-

like that and chink, this 1s exactly whar we
need,” says Owen, a builder and landscape designer.

A year later, the 5,600-square-foot residence has been
totally transformed: walls knocked down, ceilings
raised, bathrooms relocated, fireplaces added, the pool
covered to become a family room. “This was a rehabil-
itation project rather than a remodel,” says Marty, who
-arned her masters in hotel and restaurant management
at Cornell University before turning to interior design
18 years ago. “This was much, much more than new
paint and some TLC."

The result is a cozy yet roomy residence—complete
with a children’s quarters for the couple’s two young
kids and a guest wing—tied together through the use
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of dramatic textures, rich colors, and theatrically inspired lighting. Stacked
quartzite stone now lines the wall of one bathroom; in another, the warm
tones of a thickly woven wall covering complement a tiled backsplash, an
enormous enameled pot-turned-sink, and aged shurtters that enclose a mir-
rored medicine cabinet. The not-for-the-faint-of-heart formal dining room
pairs zebra prints, tapestries, and crackled wainscoting with a refurbished
fireplace and custom-carved mantel, all of it wrapped within pomegranate-
colored walls. “T love a red dining room,” says Marty unabashedly.

In cthe completely overhauled kitchen, a rare find of Breccia Vendéme
marble became the center island’s countertop, surrounded by tiled columns
that support the newly raised roof, Italian tile set harlequin-like on the

stove backsplash, and an added wall with two shuttered windows to sepa-

rate the once-open floor plan of the kitchen and living-room areas. Nearby,
just off an informal den, a hallw ay/butler’s pantry allows more natural flow to the d lining room. (Before,
guests had to walk through the foyer.) To add visual interest, the side panels of a wrought-iron arbor
were transformed into the dining-room door, while the rounded top found a home as the railing for the
master-bedroom balcony, now the centerpiece of an Italian street scene—rtheir means of reinventing an
awkward outdoor space that was once the entrance to the indoor pool. (The elevated nook also serves as
the perfect stage for belting out show tunes karaoke style at parties, M: irty confides.)

Also in the master bedroom, the bathroom and closet—once set against the outside wall, where they
blocked the main source of natural light—were moved to the interior and outfitted with custom
carved cabinets, a half-wall to allow for an unenclosed shower space, and a tiny shuttered window
above the bath thac looks out into the hall. “It’s very different from a typical Santa Fe home, but it
still fics, style-wise,” says Marty. “We're designers, so we pay attention to new surfaces, new things
that are ourt there, and make them work.”

In addition to replacing all of cthe doors and windows, the couple also rewired the entire home.

Sconces, chandeliers, and rracks are now combined in almost ev €ry room, set on separate circuits with
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LOCAL RESOURCES
ARCHITECTURAL/INTERIOR DESIGN
Marty and Owen Nelson,

Inside Out Design and Build, 505-920-2281

www.insideoutdesignsantafe.com
CABINETRY

Santa Fe Custom Works, 505-344-2551

DOORS

Jackalope, 505-471-8539

a___‘_\“% : : Santa Fe , Albugquerque, 505-345-3160

custom Furniture & Interiors
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